Sponsor or Editor
The whole country was turned into a prison in 192L Gandhiji,
in the Young India would publish, week after week, names of those
in prison, " His Majesty's hotel", as he called it. Gandhiji warned :
" Starvation, or its alternative canine food, no covering much less
any worth the name to protect against the severe winter, microbe
infected, lice-laden blood-stained tatters, the worn-off relics of
common felons *\ were in store for the patriots courting jail.
The country was now moving towards a Civil Disobedience
Movement. Earlier on October 6, 1921, the Young India published
the manifesto on Freedom of Opinion. The signatories were led by
Gandhiji, and stated that "... it is the inherent right of ever}'
one to express his opinion without restraint about the propriety of
citizens offering their services to or remaining in the employ of
the Government . . . . **
In the same issue, under the title 6 Expression of Opinion \
he wrote: " When in any movement violence is religiously eschewed,
it becomes a propaganda movement of the purest type. Any
attempt to crush it is an attempt to crush public opinion, and such
the present repression has become.**
He had to agitate on the subject as a number of papers were
closed because of too heavy security money being demanded by
the Government. He was pained to see " The Independent is no
longer a printed sheet. The Democrat is no more. And now the
sword has descended upon the Pratap and Kesari .... The
Bande Maiaram, Lalaji's child, has warded off the blow by deposit-
ing Rs. 2,000 as security/'
He further said, ". . * . I believe that an editor who has any-
thing worth saying and who commands a clientele cannot be
easily hushed so long as his body is left free. He has delivered
his finished message as soon as he is put under duress. The Loka-
manya spoke more eloquently from the Mandalay fortress than
through the columns of the printed Kesari**
He was further suggesting "a heroic remedy meant for heroic
times ". He suggested the publication of hand-written news-sheets*
He said : " Let us use the machine and the type whilst we can give
unfettered expression to our thought. But let us not feel helpless
when they are taken away from us by a * paternal' government
watching and controlling every combination of types and other
movements of the printing machine," To him-"the jestoration
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